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 Off of Hwy 293, headed west toward Kingston on the north side of the road, are the ruins of a fascinating kiln. 
This old military-era map shows the kiln on Lime Kiln Branch in the center-right of the map.

 A lime kiln is a giant furnace used to convert limestone (Calcium Carbonate) into quick lime (Calcium Oxide). 
The Akin lime kiln (*see notes below) is about 30 feet high and built from stone quarried on site. At the top of the kiln is 
a walkway where workers would use wheelbarrows to dump coal and limestone into a vertical shaft resembling a 
chimney. The shaft would be covered with a fireproof brick to prevent it from being damaged by the extreme heat. In 
order to remove the carbon from limestone, the temperature would have to reach 900 degrees. The limestone would break 
down into chunks of quick lime. Quick lime is extremely volatile and reactive to water. When the quick lime was scooped 
out from beneath the lime kiln, they would fill buckets with it and then slowly add water. This turned the quick lime into 
slaked lime. (Calcium Hydroxide)
 

 Slaked lime could be mixed with sand to produce mortar, be used for whitewashing buildings, making plaster, 
tanning hides for taxidermy, agricultural purposes, making certain kinds of foods, and for covering the stench of dead 
bodies and outhouses. In fact, in Europe, when mass graves of bodies of victims of cholera, calcium chloride was used to 
cover and destroy the flesh and cholera.

The Paul F. Akin Lime Kiln
by Chris Feldt

2026 pic of kiln (Editor) Wartime map of Kiln (center right)

 The quick lime made near Kingston was only used locally and not used by the Confederate Army. Because of this, 
Sherman's men did not destroy the lime kilns as they passed through the area on their way to Atlanta.
However, as mentioned above, Cave Station refers to a nearby saltpeter mine which did supply the Confederate Army 
with the materials needed for gunpowder and was destroyed on May 20, 1864 by Brigadier General Kenner Garrard's 
troops.

 Editor’s Note: Not sure who built this kiln, but in 1912, it was apparently owned by Warren Akin’s son, Paul, as 
noted in the following bulletin: Geologic Survey of Georgia; S.W.McCallie, State Geologist. Bulletin No. 27.  “A Report 
on the Limestones and Cement Materials of North Georgia” • 1912

Thanks to Chris Feldt for sharing his story. He is a local author/photographer in Pickens County who enjoys studying 
north Georgia’s history. He has published several books: “Tragedy and Triumph:  A North Georgia History 
Compendium” and “Tools of the Time Traveler”.

                           

The Akin lime kiln stands mostly in decent shape                Beneath this arch is where the quicklime would be extracted
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History Quiz

 Off of Hwy 293, headed west toward Kingston on the north side of the road, are the ruins of a fascinating kiln. 
This old military-era map shows the kiln on Lime Kiln Branch in the center-right of the map.

 A lime kiln is a giant furnace used to convert limestone (Calcium Carbonate) into quick lime (Calcium Oxide). 
The Akin lime kiln (*see notes below) is about 30 feet high and built from stone quarried on site. At the top of the kiln is 
a walkway where workers would use wheelbarrows to dump coal and limestone into a vertical shaft resembling a 
chimney. The shaft would be covered with a fireproof brick to prevent it from being damaged by the extreme heat. In 
order to remove the carbon from limestone, the temperature would have to reach 900 degrees. The limestone would break 
down into chunks of quick lime. Quick lime is extremely volatile and reactive to water. When the quick lime was scooped 
out from beneath the lime kiln, they would fill buckets with it and then slowly add water. This turned the quick lime into 
slaked lime. (Calcium Hydroxide)
 

 Slaked lime could be mixed with sand to produce mortar, be used for whitewashing buildings, making plaster, 
tanning hides for taxidermy, agricultural purposes, making certain kinds of foods, and for covering the stench of dead 
bodies and outhouses. In fact, in Europe, when mass graves of bodies of victims of cholera, calcium chloride was used to 
cover and destroy the flesh and cholera.

 The quick lime made near Kingston was only used locally and not used by the Confederate Army. Because of this, 
Sherman's men did not destroy the lime kilns as they passed through the area on their way to Atlanta.
However, as mentioned above, Cave Station refers to a nearby saltpeter mine which did supply the Confederate Army 
with the materials needed for gunpowder and was destroyed on May 20, 1864 by Brigadier General Kenner Garrard's 
troops.

 Editor’s Note: Not sure who built this kiln, but in 1912, it was apparently owned by Warren Akin’s son, Paul, as 
noted in the following bulletin: Geologic Survey of Georgia; S.W.McCallie, State Geologist. Bulletin No. 27.  “A Report 
on the Limestones and Cement Materials of North Georgia” • 1912

Thanks to Chris Feldt for sharing his story. He is a local author/photographer in Pickens County who enjoys studying 
north Georgia’s history. He has published several books: “Tragedy and Triumph:  A North Georgia History 
Compendium” and “Tools of the Time Traveler”.

                           

The brick remains of other buildings remain destitute in the grassA collapsed wall reveals the inner area of the shaft
where limestone was burned

Ok. When was “Dixie Highway” (aka 
Hwy 41) paved thru Bartow County?

                          

           Answer: (see page 15)                             
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 The Life and Times of Frances Adair
by Nola Brown

 Frances Elizabeth Adair was born on September 4, 1903, in Taylorsville as the only child to Dr. Robert Edgar 
Adair, a physician, and Lula Mahan Adair, a homemaker. The family moved to downtown Cartersville in 1908, and the 
home is now known as the Adair-Bourdon House. Lula and Frances are recorded as being members of Sam Jones 
Methodist Church as found in the official membership and church record book in the Sam Jones History center, with 
Frances’ membership recorded in 1912. The Bartow Tribune found her name within its pages many times over the course 
of her teenage years. Frances attended Cartersville High School, graduating in May of 1922 as the class historian. She 
was an accomplished violinist, stage actress, and member of the Kismet Literary Society. She was an inaugural member 
of the CHS orchestra and a participant in the Sam Jones Sunday School orchestra, as well as a star in various community 
theatre projects. In September of 1922, she left for Wesleyan University in Macon, eventually graduating with a 
bachelor’s degree in English in 1927. Her first play entitled “Memories” was debuted in Cartersville the same year, as 
recorded in the Wesleyan newspaper “The Watchtower.”

 It was around this time she began writing her first and only novel “A Little Leaven.” Different news articles and 
interviews record the story of this event similarly, but vaguely. The narrative goes that she began the project while in long 
term recovery from a poison ivy related illness. Although to her the idea of writing a full-length book had always been 
intimidating, her mother encouraged her to write a novel based on Mahan family history. Working with inherited oral 
legends and robust genealogical work, Frances wrote the manuscript in her childhood home with her mother’s help. It is 
a loosely biographical account of the first settlers and slaves in the Salacoa Valley -- the land that eventually became 
known as Cass County. Mainly following a family of Scots Irish Tobacco farmers from Virginia, the book details their 
various triumphs and struggles to build a community, from their initial settlement of the area in the early 1800s all the 
way through the civil war and reconstruction.  Adair wrote each character corresponding to a specific ancestor, although 
she changed all names for fear of offending someone in the family. The book bounced around from publisher to publisher, 
each expressing varying levels of interest but never picking it up. After nearly 50 years, Reinhardt University finally 
published the book in 1984. At her request, all proceeds from the book went towards a scholarship fund for Reinhardt 
students. The book was reviewed favorably by writers from the Atlanta - Journal Constitution as well as the Atlanta 
Writers Club.

The former Adair home on West Ave.
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 Adair would write a menagerie of plays, poems, essays, musicals, interviews, and short stories throughout her 
career. Many of these characterize themselves by portraying and dreaming about the culture of the South, specifically 
during the antebellum, civil war, and reconstruction periods.  Frances seemed to have an affinity for exploring the social 
and relationship dynamics of days gone by, with a uniquely Southern lens and moral judgement. Many of her manuscripts 
and copies are housed at the Bartow History Museum Archives, such as her first play “Memories,” with the original 
manuscript for “A Little Leaven” residing in the Reinhardt University archives. Over the course of her life, she was 
published in several newspapers and magazines including the Bartow Herald during World War II and the Atlanta Journal 
Sunday magazine. These writings ranged from poetry to opinion pieces, and she continued to write well into her old age.
 Adair’s other engagements are rather succinct given the current information on her. Her eye for history never left 
her. She became a regent for the Etowah chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution in 1942 and dedicated 
herself to a variety of patriotic endeavors. She was a charter member of the Magnolia Garden Club, and taught English 
for some time at Adairsville High School. She never married, remaining “Miss Frances Adair” until her death on February 
6, 1989, at the age of 86. Her funeral was held at Sam Jones Methodist Church where she was a lifelong member. She is 
buried in Oak Hill cemetery.

Frances Adair (violist) at Sam Jones Methodist Church

 
 "Tis Monday morning, but not "blue" for me
  For Oh, I waked to find myself as rich as rich could be-
 "Twas hardly day when car lights shining thru a blowing rain
  Flashed for me a diamond-studded window pane-
 A window full o' jewels all my own-
  Sparklin' ones girls dream of havin' when they're grown.
 What if I were only dreamin'? But No, I wasn't even asleep For then another lighted car sped   
 past-still they glistened mine to keep.
  Well, I knew at last had come my lucky day;
 The night before my brow was wrinkled over taxes and insurance yet to pay,
  But now I'd pluck my self a diamond off that window pane And, with head held high, I'd   
  march down to the Court House in the tinkling rain…
 My mind relieved, somehow I fell to dozin' once again,
  Then pretty soon there came the break of day (And quite revealing, too) for my    
  Diamonds-they had blown away.

DIAMONDS
by Frances Adair
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Friendship Cemetery – Clean-up and Celebration

 This Fall, a number of dedicated 1st Presbyterian and EVHS and other local volunteers spent hours re-clearing 
and cleaning this oft-forgotten Friendship/Puckett Cemetery. Located at the corner of Hwy 293 and River Road, it was 
the site of Friendship Presbyterian Church before moving downtown. Which, in turn, was near the original village of 
Birmingham – the precursor to Cartersville city. Many groups have done work to maintain this cemetery in the past, but 
this was probably some of the most extensive and rewarding.
 Subsequently, on Dec 13th, 70+ individuals representing all areas of Bartow County celebrated this 
accomplishment to coincide with the laying on wreaths on graves at the newly re-furbished Friendship Cemetery. This 
included: the D.A.R., the V.F.W., the Cartersville HS Honor Guard, Scout Troup #24 , 1st Presbyterian Church, Damascus 
Baptist Church, the Bartow History Center, Etowah Valley Historical Society and the Kiwanis Club. It was very 
impressive ceremony. Thanks to all, and a special thanks to the Coordinator of this project, Elizabeth Watanabe.  

Sign erected by EVHS Bugler playing Taps Formal announcement

See links (previous articles in your EVHS Newsletter): March, 2002. Jan, 2005. Jan, 2009. Feb, 2022.

Representatives from all over the county gathered 1st Presb Pastor Leigh Jones Henry Banks grave, Quartermaster, WWII    

Stilesboro Chrysanthemum Show 2025

 
 "Tis Monday morning, but not "blue" for me
  For Oh, I waked to find myself as rich as rich could be-
 "Twas hardly day when car lights shining thru a blowing rain
  Flashed for me a diamond-studded window pane-
 A window full o' jewels all my own-
  Sparklin' ones girls dream of havin' when they're grown.
 What if I were only dreamin'? But No, I wasn't even asleep For then another lighted car sped   
 past-still they glistened mine to keep.
  Well, I knew at last had come my lucky day;
 The night before my brow was wrinkled over taxes and insurance yet to pay,
  But now I'd pluck my self a diamond off that window pane And, with head held high, I'd   
  march down to the Court House in the tinkling rain…
 My mind relieved, somehow I fell to dozin' once again,
  Then pretty soon there came the break of day (And quite revealing, too) for my    
  Diamonds-they had blown away.
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 Answer:1927                         

History Quiz Answer

Other Happenings!
Bartow250

 In recognition of our country’s 250th anniversary, EVHS wants to be able to locate and denote veterans of the 
Revolutionary War. Though NW Georgia wasn’t yet settled in 1776, a number of veterans moved here to follow and are 
buried in Cass/Bartow County. Tentatively, we have enumerated 9 of them and will have these individuals itemized on 
the EVHS Website section, under History, under Revolutionary War!       *Check it out at EVHSonline.org!

 One grave we want to help preserve is that of Sgt. Wofford, whose grave is on the Hwy 20 right of way as the 
GDOT begins to widen this road. Do you want to help save his grave? Want to confirm others? Then call: BR-549.

Archeology 2025
 KSU Archeology students have been studying Native American sites along the Etowah River for years. Dr. Terry 
Povis and all hold an Archeology Day every Fall, this year at the “Cummings” Dig by Walnut Grove Plantation. In fact, 
two new articles have just been added to EVHS’s Website Article Archive depository – check them out, too!

Dr. Povis talks to KSU students                             One of the many marked “digs” 
from the 

Woodland/Mississippian period

Each of the finds are “sifted” EVHS members in attendance: Joe 
& Debbie Head; Terry & Lynn 

Alters, Ted Porter
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